Autologous blood donation and epoetin alfa in cancer surgery.
Patients undergoing cancer surgery frequently require blood, and the transfusion of allogeneic blood in these patients has been controversially linked to an increased risk of tumor recurrence. This patient population may therefore benefit from preoperative autologous blood donation (ABD) with or without epoetin alfa therapy, although the precise impact of autologous blood transfusion has not been fully explored. In some trials, preoperative ABD reduced allogeneic blood exposure by 50% in patients undergoing surgery for cancer resection, while, in another study, perioperative treatment with epoetin alfa significantly increased hematocrit (Hct) levels preoperatively and led to a reduction in postoperative allogeneic blood exposure. A combination of epoetin alfa and preoperative ABD seems a reasonable approach to reducing allogeneic blood exposure in patients undergoing cancer surgery.